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Penguin Book List 
(age 0-5) 

These are our favorite books about or featuring penguins 
in order by author last name.  

 
Penguins, Penguins, Everywhere! by Bob Barner (NF) - 
Bright, colorful collage illustrations are accompanied by simple rhyming text to 
teach youngsters about what penguins eat, where they live, and why they are 
black and white. Back matter includes illustrations of all 17 penguin species and 
other fun penguin facts. 

 
 

Penguins (National Geographic) by Jill Esbaum (NF) - A great 
beginning nonfiction book with clear photographs and information presented in an 
engaging way for pre-school and early elementary children to explore the 
fascinating world of penguins.  
 
 

Flora and the Penguin by Molly Idle (F) - A little girl on an ice 
flow sees a small orange beak peeking up through a hole. When the penguin 
appears, they join hands and glide, spin, and twirl together. When the penguin 
spots a school of fish in the water below, he leaves the girl feeling dejected. She 
throws the fish the penguin brings her back into the water and the pair stays 
mad at each other until they figure out how to solve the problem. Subdued 

illustrations in shades of blue, white, and yellow tell this story of friendship beautifully without 
words. 
 
 

The Emperor’s Egg by Martin Jenkins & Jane Chapman 
(NF) - A beautifully illustrated nonfiction text about how father penguins take 
care of their young while the mothers are away fishing. 
 
 

Penguins by Rene Mettler & Gallimard Jeunesse (NF) – A 
nonfiction book about penguins, with clear overlays on some pages, making it 
interactive. The information is presented in a clear, straight-forward way, 
making it accessible to even the littlest learners.  
 

 
 

If You Were a Penguin by Wendell & Florence Minor (NF) - 
This gorgeously illustrated rhyme teaches kids about penguins in a fun way.  
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Tacky the Penguin by Helen Lester & Lynn Munsinger 
(F) - Tacky is an odd penguin. He does not march correctly, sing correctly, or 
dive correctly, but his companions love him anyway. After he outsmarts some 
trappers with his playful antics, his friends decide he is definitely a good bird to 
have around. This one dissolves kids to giggles every time. 
 

 

A Penguin Story by Antoinettte Portis  (F) - Tired of only 
seeing the white, black, and blue world around her, Edna the penguin sets out in 
search of something else. She stumbles upon something orange and returns to 
the thing with the other penguins who have raced along behind her. The 
penguins make friends with the scientists who leave behind an orange glove 
when they depart. After playing with the glove, Edna starts to wonder what else is in the big 
world.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

**Solo by Paul Geraghty (F) – A penguin chick is born to parents in 
the colony during winter. The parents take turns fishing and feeding baby Solo, 
until one day Solo’s father doesn’t return.  Solo’s mom decides to quickly head 
to the sea for fish to save herself and her baby. When alone, Solo faces 
danger, but is saved by the father’s delayed return. Using factual details, 
stunning illustrations help tell the story of this darling penguin family. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
** I won’t be sharing this book with my two this year because they are too young, and I know 
my older one will be scared for the baby penguin, and the story will then be lost on her. It is a 
truly beautiful book, with stunning illustrations and great information woven throughout which 
I will hold onto for later.  You may want to use it with older/or less sensitive children. 
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