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   Thanksgiving Book List 

(ages 0-5) 
Check out these books if you’re: celebrating Thanksgiving, 

or want to instill thankfulness in your kids.  
 

Apple Cake: A Gratitude by Dawn Casey & 
Genevieve Godbout (F) – A young girl takes a walk collecting 
the ingredients she needs to make an apple cake. As she goes, she 
thanks everything for providing for her.  Not your traditional 
Thanksgiving book, but one that teaches you should be thankful for 

everything nature has to offer.  

 
Over the River and Through the Wood by Lydia 
Maria Child & Christopher Manson (P) – The first six 
verses of this traditional Thanksgiving poem from 1844-1846 are paired 
with stunning woodcuts painted with watercolors depicting 19th century 
scenes. The sparse text on each page, make this a great book for 
youngsters who will want to spend more time looking at the illustrations. I see a lot 
of room for vocabulary building here too.  

 
Cranberry Thanksgiving by Wende & Harry Devlin 
(F) – Grandmother and Maggie are planning a Thanksgiving feast 
where they each get to invite one guest. Grandmother is not happy 
with Maggie’s choice, but ultimately comes around when he saves 
Grandmother’s famous cranberry bread recipe.  
 

 
 

Turkey Trouble by Wendi Silvano & Lee Harper 
(F) – Turkey is in trouble.  The sort of trouble you have when you’re 
a turkey and it’s almost Thanksgiving.  He tries many clever disguises, 
but nothing is quite right, until he delivers a pizza to the farmer’s 
family and they gobble that up instead. 
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This is the Feast by Diane Z. Shore & Megan 
Lloyd (NF) -  This poetic explanation of the Pilgrim’s journey to 
North America, the hardships they faced, and their friendship with 
Squanto culminates with the first Thanksgiving feast. A gentle 
history, paired with bright, beautiful illustrations. 
 
 

Thankful by Eileen Spinelli & Archie Preston (F) – 
Simple sentences explain what different people are thankful for, with 
rhymes that go across pages. A sweet book for highlighting being 
thankful for simple things.  
 
 

Giving Thanks: A Native American Good Morning 
Message by Chief Jake Swamp & Erwin Printup, 
Jr. – A traditional morning blessing of the Native people known as the 
Six Tribes, teaching their children to show appreciation of Mother 
Earth and everything she provides.  
 

 
 
Balloons Over Broadway: The True Story of 
the Puppeteer of Macy’s Parade by Melissa 
Sweet  (NF) – Tony Sarg was a boy who always wanted to 
know how things worked.  Later, he would become the mastermind 
behind the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade, a beloved New York City 
tradition. This book tells the story of just how that happened.  This is definitely one 
for older preschool or elementary aged children.  

 
 

Bear Says Thanks by Karma Wilson & Jane 
Chapman (F) – We love all the Bear books for their 
rhythm and quick-moving story lines. In this one, Bear is bored 
in his lair and decides to cook a big dinner for all his friends.  The 
only problem is he doesn’t have any food!  His friends come one 
by one bringing food. When he feels bad about not having 
anything to share they explain he has stories they all love to 

hear. They end up having a wonderful time together and they “all say, Thanks”.  

 


